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Association
Promoting the study, appreciation, and protection of vernal pools

Non-breeding habitat for obligate vernal pool-breeding amphibians is found in the uplands 
surrounding breeding pools.  Protecting populations of these species requires that we look 
beyond the pool itself, and even the 100 feet immediately surrounding the pool.  These 
animals will migrate from non-breeding habitat as many as several hundred feet away.  Re-
taining some of that non-breeding habitat, as well as preserving migratory pathways to the 
breeding pool, is essential to effectively protecting these populations.

	A verage*	 Maximum

 S pecies	 Distance	 Distance	
Marbled Salamander, Ambystoma opacum	 368 ft	 1476 ft
Spotted Salamander, Ambystoma maculatum	 390 ft	 817 ft
Jefferson Salamander, Ambystoma jeffersonianum	 476 ft	 2051 ft
Wood frog, Rana sylvatica	 633 ft	 1549 ft

*Distances reported in Science and Conservation of Vernal Pools in Northeastern North America by Calhoun and deMaynadier, 2008

Non-breeding habitat for a particular species is concentrated in areas where conditions are 
best.  For mole salamanders, this will generally include south-facing slopes, well-drained 
soils, and deciduous tree canopy.  Knowing habitat preferences of the organisms found in a 
pool can help focus attention on the most important non-breeding habitat.


